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Teacher of the Year Honor
Sharon Leask Brooks, daughter of Mae
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In Loving Memory
Minnie Ellen (Brown) Stevens died March 19, 2009, in Ketchikan, Alaska. She was 92. Born
August 3, 1916, in Haines, to Mary and James Wheeler Brown. Named Yeikd’shee, she was
Dakl’weidi of the Keet Gooshi Hit, the Killerwhale Dorsal Fin House from Klukwan.
She was a child of the Kaagwaantaan and grandchild of the Lukaax.adi. Her father, James Brown,
was from Gooch Hit, the Wolf House, and her grandfather, Peter Brown, was from the Raven
House of the Yandeistaak’i.
Minnie was a delegate to the Central Council of Tlingit and Haida Indians from Pelican, as well as
a member of the Southeast Alaska Regional Health Board and a member of the Alaska Native
Sisterhood.
She married David Morgan, of Hoonah, in 1937. They had three sons and two daughters. David
was a teacher for the Bureau of Indian Affairs Schools, and when he died while teaching in Kasaan,
Minnie taught the students for the remainder of the year. She also worked as the postmistress in
Kasaan.
In 1944, she married Israel Stevens. They had one son, Tommy. They owned a boat shop in
Happy Harbor on Long Island near Kasaan, where they built a troller, the Stevie, which they used
for fishing and beach logging. Minnie also worked in the cannery in Kasaan.
In 1958, they moved to Friday Harbor, Washington, where Minnie worked for the U.S. Postal
service. She later moved to Seattle, where she worked for the city’s Engineering Department for 15
years until her retirement in 1980.
Upon her retirement, Minnie moved to Skagway, which was her home for many years.
L-R: Israel Stevens, Minnie
Stevens, Annabelle Ford
Peele, Tommy Stevens,
1955. Photo courtesy of
Kavilco Archives.

Throughout her lifetime, she canned salmon, deer meat, ducks, goose tongue, berries, fruits and
vegetables by the caseload, which she shared with everyone. But most of all, she was known for her
pies. She was also known for her ability to play the piano. During the Great Depression, she was
paid $5 a night to play in the band at the City Club along with her cousins, Bert and Fenton Dennis,
who played the horns. During the day, she worked at the Government Hospital for $2 a week.
Minnie was preceded in death by her husband, David Morgan; son, David Morgan, Jr.; daughter,
Alice Yukatish; brothers, Judson, Albert, Austin and Roy Brown; sisters, Lillian Clark and Rose and
Shirley Brown.
She is survived by her sons, Albert Morgan of Haines; Jimmy Morgan of Anchorage, and Tommy
Stevens of Everett, Washington; daughter, Jeanette Williams of Juneau; sisters, Anita McNeil of
Anchorage, Linda Thompson of Seattle, and Rose Miller of Pelican; and numerous grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and many friends.
— Juneau Empire
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Mary Jones—Local “Rock Star!”
“Celebrating Alaska’s 50th Anniversary” was
the theme of Ketchikan’s Fourth of July parade,
in recognition of the state’s admission to the
Union in 1959.
As part of Ketchikan's 50th anniversary of

Chamber’s luncheon held the day before the
parade.
In another event, a monument ceremony
was held on April 18 in Saxman to honor
relatives of Tlingit elders, Mary Jones and

statehood celebration, the Chamber of

Elizabeth Denny. A cenotaph was placed

Commerce selected about 50 “local rock stars”

honoring Mary’s aunt, Mary Kininook, who

— people who contribute greatly to the quality

died in 1908 at age 16. Mary’s daughter, Eleanor

of life in Ketchikan. Mary Elizabeth Jones

Hadden and her husband, Ron, also attended

was among the 58 names announced at the

the ceremony. — Ketchikan Daily News

Calling All Generous X áadas to Donate!
We’d like to once again call upon our generous Kasaan people and other generous friends to
contribute to the Annual Meeting Dinner/Raffle. Last year’s prizes went over well and we are
looking for our favorite Haida foods: hard smoked fish, smoked sockeye, deer meat, soap berries,
jams, jellies, asparagus, or anything delicious you can add. We also welcome donations of any kind
for other baskets: children’s Christmas gifts, sweets, towels, kitchen items or anything you imagine
someone would enjoy winning. Donations will be assembled on Friday evening, November 6. If you
need your items picked up, leave a message for Jeane Breinig at Cape Fox Lodge (225-8001) and she
will pick them up. We also need empty baskets to be filled with raffle items. Please donate your
empty baskets so we can fill them again. Háw´aa in advance for your Xáadas generosity!

In Loving Memory
Elaine Muriel Privett, a favored daughter of Alaska, died July 18, 2009 at Alaska Native
Medical Center. She was 76.
Elaine was born May 17, 1933, in Hydaburg, and raised in Kasaan. After attending Sheldon
Jackson and Mt. Edgecombe high schools, Elaine went on to a career in cooking and nutrition for
preschoolers. After retirement, she moved to Anchorage.
Elaine was an outdoorswoman who truly enjoyed picking berries, and just hanging out with her
family. Her hobbies included her love of cooking and crocheting.
Elaine was a proud, lifelong Alaskan who grew up as one of 11 children. After graduating high
school in Sitka, she married the love of her life, the late James Skannes. James and Elaine raised six
children in Sitka and Juneau. Elaine adored berry picking and family picnics.
Elaine will be remembered by family and friends for her immense heart and wonderful sense of
humor. Her capacity for love and friendship will be dearly missed. “May the Lord be with her until
we reunite with her,” stated the family.
She is survived by her six children, Margaret DeTemple of Vancouver, Washington, Jim Skannes
of Port Townsend, Washington, Sheila DeLapp of Denver, Colorado, Charles Skannes of
Anchorage, Allen Skannes of Anchorage, and Tamala Lindsley of Wasilla; sister, Louise Newsome of
Anchorage; 13 grandchildren, numerous great-grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.
— Anchorage Times
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Háw´aa to All Our Donors!
Due to the generosity of those who contributed
donations to fill the baskets, and to those of you
who bid at our auction, we raised over $5,470
in 2008. The funds will be used to help support
the restoration of the Whale House.
Valborg Braz: (2) Hand-crocheted afghans.

Handcrafted cedar clam
basket. Photo courtesy of
Laird A. Jones.

Jeane Breinig: Christmas tree filled with
chocolate; candy-filled stuffed Santa; Mexican
vanilla; (1) box truffles; (2) pint
bags seaweed; (5) small bags
smoked King strips; Christmas
kitchen towel, apron, potholder,
mitt; $100 in cash/change for
auction; (2) empty baskets for
filling.

Louis and Paige Jones: Afghan with matching
slippers; (14) crocheted wash cloths; (5) pairs
crocheted slippers; (1) rice cooker; (1) kitchen
basket (olive oil, olive oil dispenser, spatula,
melon scooper, bag holder clips, funnel, serving
spoon, cutting board); Bird House; $200 cash/
change for auction.
Mary Jones: Bear Basket in Honor/Memory of
Willard Jones, including brown bear placemat,
brown bear chocolate candy,
bath towels; contribution to
“Coffee Basket” (thermos).
Kavilco Board: $200 in
personal donations for the 50/50
raffle.

Della Coburn: (1) Pint black
Grindall seaweed.

“Special thanks to
George and Diane
Demmert for
opening their
home to the
basket filling
crew!”

Julie Coburn: (6½) pints currant
jam; (2) authentic Hopi baskets
($30 each); (8½) pints mixed Wild
Alaska Jam; $500 in honor/memory Beaded medicine pouch
of Perry Coburn.
necklace. Photo courtesy of
Laird A. Jones.

Diane Demmert: (3) quarts
black seaweed; (3½) pints dog
salmon eggs; (1) case gourmet seafood snack
pack; Christmas basket and pillow; (7) pints
blueberry jam; (1) pint cranberry jam; handwoven miniature cedar clam basket; handwoven miniature cedar hat.

Eleanor Hadden: (3) crocheted potholders;
deck of cards; (1) dishcloth; Christmas basket;
Taro bread.
Ron and Eleanor Hadden: Contributions to
“Coffee Basket” (Kaladi Brothers coffee,
thermos).
Ramona Hamar: (2) cases pints smoked
sockeye (Kenai Red); handcrafted moccasin
pincushion; (1) pair handcrafted basket earrings.
Caroline Hendrixson: $1,000 in memory of
Robert and Eliza McAlpin and Roberta
Campbell; (10½) pints of Salal jam.
Jeane Breinig hands the
auction/raffle proceeds to
Kavilco CFO Scott Burns
for safekeeping. Photo
courtesy of Laird A. Jones.

Melissa Hunter: Hot chocolate mix for
“Coffee Basket.”
Laird A. Jones: Contributions to “Coffee
Basket” (coffee from Craig, Ketchikan, Juneau);
Salmon Candy eggs from Prince Rupert.

Erma Lawrence: (1) pair
crocheted children’s booties; (3)
adult hats; (1) child’s hat; (2)
pints seaweed from Karta Bay;
(2) baskets for filling.
Nettie McDaniel: Wind
chimes; cup filled with Hudson
Bay tea.

Opal Olsen: (3) pairs
handcrafted crystal earrings; (1) beaded
medicine pouch necklace with (2) pairs crystal
earrings.
Organized Village of Kasaan: (40) Kasaan TShirts.
Ardath Peterson: Handcrafted drum.
Terry Wanzer: Best Western Landing Gift
Certificate for complimentary night in any room
plus dinner.
Linda White: (26½) pints “chowchow” (mustard pickles).

And the lucky winners were…
Sheena Berger: High bidder ($235) for
medicine pouch necklace with crystal earrings.
Nettie McDaniel: 50/50 raffle ($370).
Inga Olsen: Grand Prize Basket.
Kathy Peavey: Best Western Gift Certificate.
Richard Peterson: High bidder for the drum
($600).
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Donations
Thanks to all who have contributed funds to support the Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation. A
special thank you to Kavilco for financial assistance with publishing this newsletter and Deanna
Kaulay’s time dedicated to this and other KHHF projects. We have launched a major new
fundraiser to support new projects we’d like to develop including: clan house restoration, elders’
interviews and language revitalization. This Donation Tree recognizes donations made since
November 2005. Please help us keep it full.

Donation Tree
K’áang-Hemlock (Up to $100)
Jeane Breinig
Eleanor Hadden
Ramona Hamar
Louis Jones

Ts’ahl-Pine ($101-$499)
Julie Coburn
In Memory of Perry Coburn

Ts’úu-Red Cedar ($500-$999)
Julie Coburn

Tree recognizes

Louis & Paige Jones

Sgahláang-Yellow Cedar ($1000 or more)

2005. Please help

In Memory of Robert and Eliza McAlpin
Please send your tax-deductible donations via check, money order or PayPal
(www.KasaanHaida.org/HowtoGive). IRS code 501(c)(3), EIN 92-0169568
Make your check or money order payable to: Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation
Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation
c/o Kavilco Inc.
600 University Street, Suite 3010
Seattle, WA 98101-1129
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR DONATION
Please print your name
Address
City

State

Amount of Donation
In memory/honor of
Designate to Media Specialist:

Check Here

donations made
since November

Caroline Hendrixson

Mail to:

“The Donation

Zip Code

us keep it full.”

Kasaan Haida Heritage
Foundation
One Union Square
600 University St., Ste. 3010
Seattle, WA 98101-1129
Phone: 206-624-6166
Fax: 206-624-8953
Email: dee_kavilco@msn.com
President: Laird A. Jones
Vice President: John Campbell
Secretary/Treasurer: Jeane
Breinig
Editors: Jeane Breinig, Laird A.
Jones, Deanna R. Kaulay
Contributors: Jeane Breinig,
Mae Leask
Design, layout and mailing:

In 1996, Kavilco Incorporated started the process to establish the
Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation (KHHF) as a non-profit corporation
in the State of Alaska. In 1999, KHHF became incorporated, with three
members of Kavilco’s Board of Directors serving as officers — Kenneth
Gordon, President; John Campbell, Vice President; and Jeane Breinig,
Secretary/Treasurer.
The concern was clear that an effort should be made to document and
preserve our culture. The projects important to the cultural heritage of
the Kasaan Haida people include clan house and totem pole
restorations, Haida language perpetuation, repatriation of Kasaan
artifacts, videotaping and interviewing our elders, and cleaning up the
creeks near Kasaan for the return of salmon runs.
Our mission is to honor the vision and unselfish actions of our Kasaan Haida ancestors
and elders. Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation aims to document, preserve and promote
those things that make the Kasaan Haidas unique.

Deanna R. Kaulay

See the KHHF Newsletter in full color on our website!
KasaanHaida.org

