Fall 2010

KHHF Newsletter
Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation

Special points of
interest:
•

•

Calling all
generous Xáadas to
donate
Please help us
keep the Donation
Tree full

Inside this issue:

VTRC Manager
Laird A. Jones

2

Chief Son-I-Hat Totem Pole Coming Home
when the FAC offered to

In 1951, the Colorado
Springs Fine Arts Center

return the piece to the

(FAC) saved a totem pole

tribe.

from being turned into pulp

In a letter to the FAC,

at a Los Angeles lumber

Richard Peterson, OVK

yard. The FAC purchased

President, wrote, “The

the pole and for the next five

Organized Village of

decades, it was displayed in

Kasaan, the federally

the FAC Courtyard.

recognized tribe for the
indigenous Haida peoples

The 51-foot totem pole,

In Honor of Erma 2
Lawrence
Haida Pole
Raising

3

Our Younger
Generation

3

Willard Jones
Memorial Feast

4

2011 KHHF
Calendar

4

Who Am I?

made of yellow cedar, was

of Kasaan, Alaska, extends

carved in ca. 1870. The pole

a heart-felt “Háw´aa!” to

and Chief Son-I-Hat’s house

the Colorado Springs Fine

were bought by a man from

Arts Center, the people of

Los Angeles around 1908 to

Colorado Springs, and all

display at the Indian Crafts

those involved with caring

Exhibition. According to his

for the Chief Son-I-Hat

son, Son-I-Hat accompanied the house and pole.

totem pole. We commend and thank the Fine

He staged dances and gave speeches about the

Arts Center for reaching out to us and actively

ways of his Haida people.

seeking to return such an important piece of

When the FAC underwent its renovation

our culture and history. As you may know,

and expansion beginning in 2006, the pole was

totem poles in the Haida culture represent

4

put into storage. While in storage, FAC Curator

clans, serve as grave markers, and relate

In Loving
Memory

5

Tariana Navas-Nieves had conversations with

important events, etc. Bringing this important

representatives of the Organized Village of

treasure home will serve to uplift our people

Raffle Donors &
Winners

6

Kasaan to inquire about their wishes for the

and also serve as a testament of our historical

piece.

presence.”

Donations

8

Kavilco Inc. and KHHF had recently begun a

in the National Register of Historic Places in

KHHF Forms
Advisory
Committee

9

fund-raising campaign to restore the Chief’s

2002, and continues to offer a rich history that

home at Kasaan, the only remaining traditional

is important to the Kasaan Haida people.

Haida longhouse in southeast Alaska. That’s

Sharing information about the significance of the

In a significant stroke of good fortune, OVK,

The Chief Son-I-Hat Whale House was listed

Continued on page 9

Page 2

Fall 2010

Tribe Welcomes VTRC Manager Laird Jones
The Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian

VTRC,” said Laird Jones. “Two areas I will focus

Tribes of Alaska (Central Council) is pleased to

on are learning and exploring the option of

announce that Laird Jones has accepted the

opening a tribal college.”

position of Manager of the Vocational Training &

Mr. Jones has served as the Tribe’s Business

Resource Center (VTRC). The VTRC is a State

Development Specialist since October 2007.

of Alaska authorized postsecondary institution
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owned by Central Council that provides training

for 20 years, including serving as the Director

and career advancement opportunities through

for both the Fisheries and Game Boards from

high quality computer and vocational education.

1989 to 1999.

Mr. Jones received his Master’s Degree in
Laird A. Jones. Photo
courtesy of CCTHITA.

“I am pleased to welcome Laird Jones as the

Business Administration from the University of

Manager of the VTRC,” said Corrine Garza,

Washington and his Bachelor of Science Degree

Chief Operating Officer. “His education and

in Biological Sciences from the University of

experience will help him meet the vision of

Alaska Fairbanks. He is the son of Mary Jones

operating the VTRC as a regional training

and the late Willard Jones of Ketchikan, Alaska.

facility.”

He and spouse Francine Eddy Jones, Tribal

Mr. Jones began his new position on January

Family & Youth Services Director at Central

18, 2010. Please join us in congratulating Mr.

Council, are the proud parents of Justin Jones, a

Jones for his promotion.

graduate of Whitworth University.
“I look forward to building on the excellent

— News release courtesy of Central Council
Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska

training and vocational opportunities at the

In Honor of Erma Lawrence and
Her Lifelong Haida Language Accomplishments
Erma Lawrence’s new book, Alaskan Haida
Phrasebook, was recently published and is now available
through Sealaska Heritage Institute for $15.00
(www.sealaskaheritage.org).
The book was compiled over a four-year period as
part of SHI’s ongoing Haida language project. The more
than 4,000 sentences in this book cover some of the most
common topics of Haida conversation such as food, family,
Erma Lawrence is one of the
few remaining fluent
speakers of Alaskan Haida.
She was born in 1912 and
spent her childhood growing
up in Kasaan. She is a
double head Eagle of the
Ts’eihl ’Láanaas clan. Her
Haida name is Áljuhl
(Beautiful). Photo courtesy of
Laird A. Jones.

weather, health, traveling, fishing, working, music, and
many others.
HAIDA Lesson
dak = shrimp (sounds like “duck”)
dak-dak = woodpecker
dak-dak-dii yáa = hummingbird
dúus = cat
dáa laa = dollar
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Haida Pole Raising Anchorage, Alaska

Julie Coburn, a Kasaan Haida, attended a pole raising at the Alaska Native Heritage Center in
Anchorage, Alaska. Haida people from all around Alaska gathered to celebrate this historic event on
August 12, 2010. The Haida pole was one of four Southeast posts (Tlingit, Tsimshian, Eyak) raised to
complete Southeast House at the Anchorage Center. The Haida post was carved by T.J. and Joe
Young of Hydaburg.
— Photo and story Anchorage Daily News

Our Younger Generation
Congratulations to Justin Laird Jones, who
graduated May 16, 2010 with a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Engineering Physics from
Whitworth University. He has been accepted in
the Master's Program at Penn State University in
University Park, Pennsylvania, Kinesiology
Department in the Biomechanics program.
Justin was awarded a Bunton-Waller
Assistantship and will be studying under Jinger S.
Gottschall, Ph.D.
Justin is the son of Laird and Francine (Eddy)
Jones, and grandson of the late Florence and
Francis Eddy, and Mary and the late Willard
Jones. Photo courtesy of Laird A. Jones.
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Memorial Feast Honors Willard Jones
Julie Coburn, Willard’s sister, and the eldest

On May 22, 2010, Willard Jones’ family
and friends hosted a “memorial feast” to

Alaskan Haida Táas Láanaas clan member

honor and celebrate his life. The feast was held

bestowed Haida names. Kristopher Hadden,

at the Ted Ferry Civic Center in Ketchikan,

Willard’s grandson, received Willard’s Haida

Alaska, and over 100 guests shared in the

name, Náa Táw (Grease House). Jeane Breinig,

tribute. The Ketchikan Xáadas T´akanlang

Willard’s niece, and Melissa Hunter, Willard’s

Dancers performed, guests shared remembered

granddaughter, were both given the name

stories from Willard’s life, and family members

“Tá´aw Xwíi” (Copper Ribs), a name held by

displayed his regalia and artwork.

Willard’s mother, Anna Frank Jones.
At the close of the memorial

Noted Haida artist, Delores Churchill, spoke
Willard Lear Jones (Náa Táw)
May 30, 1930—April 5,
2007,Táas Láanaas Clan,
Raven, Brown Bear, Killer
Whale. Photo courtesy of
Juanita Smith Fisher.

about the meaning and significance of the

feast, gifts were distributed to

memorial feast tradition in Haida culture.

the guests.

Who Am I?

Recognize any of these Kasaan beauties? Answer on page 7. Photo courtesy of Juanita Smith Fisher.

2011 KHHF Calendar is Available
Support KHHF by making a donation for our
2011 fundraising calendar. The calendar will be available
for purchase at the Annual Meeting in Ketchikan for a
suggested donation of $20. It makes a wonderful Christmas
gift and you support KHHF’s fundraising efforts as well. The
calendar is available now online at KasaanHaida.org for
$24.95 (which includes shipping and handling).
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In Loving Memory
Edwin “Ed” Scott Baronovich, age 83, died peacefully on Sunday, August 8, 2010 in Federal
Way, Washington. Ed was born on February 28, 1927 in Kasaan, Alaska.
Ed is survived by his sister, Erma Lawrence; four nephews, Herb Lawrence (Sally), Al Lawrence
(Alice), David Lawrence (Leilani), and Johnny Lawrence; two nieces, Maryann Turner and Marge
Zeman (Russell); and many great nieces and nephews. Funeral services were held on Wednesday,
August 11, 2010 at Bonney-Washington Memorial.

J
Helen Josephine Benge, 56, died September 1, 2010 in Seattle. She was born Helen J.
McAllister on September 1,1954, in Ketchikan. She was a 1972 Ketchikan High School graduate.

Edwin “Ed” Baronovich.
Photo courtesy of the
Baronovich family.

Mrs. Benge resided in Washington, California and Ketchikan. She worked as a secretary. She was
affiliated with The Salvation Army. She also participated in the Eagles, and Central Council Tlingit
and Haida Indian Tribes of America. Mrs. Benge’s hobbies included sewing, subsistence harvesting,
preparing seafood and card games. She enjoyed spending time with family and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Alton and Harriet McAllister; and brothers, Louis
McAllister, Ivan McAllister and Harry McAllister. She is survived by her husband, Gilbert Benge; son,
Travis McAllister of Seattle; sisters, Glenda Gillen of Wrangell and Kathy McAllister of Ketchikan;
and 18 nieces and nephews.
A celebration of life took place on Thursday, September 16, 2010, at the Eagles Aerie. Her body
was cremated and her ashes will be spread.

J
David Leonard Young, 37, died in Anchorage, Alaska, on March 5, 2010, of congestive heart
failure. David was put to rest during the summer with his mother and brother.
He was born in Ketchikan, Alaska to Douglas and Doreen Young on October 5, 1972. He
attended school in Wasilla, Palmer and Juneau, and received his GED. David’s hobbies included
playing chess, listening to his music and spending time with his family. David also wanted to learn his
Haida language.
“David was a challenge and joy to those who knew him. He always tried to look at life in a
simple way. He had many mental and physical boundaries, but he always kept walking forward. His
smile came from his heart,” wrote the family.
David was preceded in death by his parents and brother, Daniel Young, and sister, Deborah
Davis. David is survived by aunts and spouses Loree and David Gittlein, and Frances and George
Langworthy; cousins, Sherri Sandridge, Sonny James, Daniel Kelly and wife Ashley; nieces, Debriana
and Doreen; nephews, Derrick, Jr. and Devontay; and many other extended family members.
The family asks that donations be made to the charity of your choice in David’s name.
Arrangements were made through Valley Funeral Home and Crematory.

Aang, haws dang hl
kingsaang. (Yes, I
will see you again.)
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Háw´aa to All Our Donors!
Due to the generosity of those who contributed
donations to fill the baskets, and to those of you
who bid at our auction, we raised over $5,000
in 2009. The funds will be used to help support
the restoration of Naay I’waans/Whale House
Linda Koons Auger: (5) pack of 1/2 pint cans
of Bronze Maiden Seafoods sampler (halibut,
salmon, pate).
Valborg Braz: (2) hand-crocheted afghans.

Mary Jones ups the
bidding for a good cause.
Photo courtesy of Laird A.
Jones.

Due to active
bidding by generous
attendees, KHHF
was able to raise
over $5,000 in 2009.

Ramona Hamar: (2) cases pint jars of Kenai
Smoked Sockeye; (1) case fresh pack sockeye;
(3) pint bags of hard smoked King salmon; key
chain (handcrafted miniature boot with fur); (1)
pair handmade mittens; (4) bags Kaladi brothers
coffee.
Melissa Hunter and Jennifer Hadden:
Alaska Smoked Salmon mailer; (2) potholders;
hot chocolate mix; coffee mix; (1) pint New
York maple syrup; (1) jar soap berries; (1) jar
candle.

Jeane Breinig: (6) pint bags of hard smoked
King salmon; Alaskana Moose design; (2 ea.) dish
Laird A. Jones: Fall bear.
cloths, hand towels, potholders; 8 oz. Mexican
vanilla; Haida Maid/
Made Chocolate Chip
Cookie Basket; (3)
tubs mixed nuts; (2)
pairs handcrafted
earrings by Haida
artist Diane DouglasWillard; (4) rolls raffle
tickets; (20) plastic
wrapping bags,
ribbons, and twist ties
for basket making;
(10) buckets for raffle
tickets; $250 in $1
dollar bills for change. Louis Jones, Sr. and volunteer, Linda Koons Auger.
Photo courtesy of Laird A. Jones.

Della Coburn: hand
woven miniature cedar hat (hair beret).

Julie Coburn: handcrafted Athabascan basket
signed by artist Dorothy Savage Joseph; (2) pint
jars of pear jam.
Marcia Coburn: stainless steel turquoise NW
Coast design water bottle; ivory/red cup with
Raven design; ivory/red tea towel with Raven
design; (2) Olympic 2010 Native design pins.
Diane Demmert: (1) case pint jars of smoked
sockeye; (1) Haida design handcrafted miniature
cedar hat.
Diane Douglas-Willard: (2) pairs Haida
design abalone earrings; Haida design watch.
Eleanor Hadden: blue snowflake containers.

Auction and raffle items.
Photo courtesy of Laird A.
Jones.

Jennifer Hadden and Melissa Hunter: (10)
bags hot chocolate/cappuccino; Haida hat; goody
bag from Allure Day Spa with samples and
coupon; (2) plastic buckets.

Louis Jones, Sr.
and Paige Jones:
Brookstone speaker
pillow; (1) bag coffee
beans; ulu knife and
sharpener; Ketchi
candles; $200 in $1
bills for change;
clock; envelopes;
mugs; towels; bowls;
batteries; remote
control car; Simply
Bella bowl; office
supplies; Bed Bath &
Beyond kitchen
basket; ribbons for
raffle baskets.

Mary Jones: basket in memory of Willard
Jones filled with: ceramic travel mug, Splenda,
(2) boxes chocolate covered nuts, (1) box
variety teas, (1) box Nescafe, (1) jar Oregon
blackberry jam, sampling of Willard’s favorite
candies/cookies (Tootsie Rolls, Reese’s Peanut
Butter Cups, Fig Newtons).
Willard and Mary Jones Family: (3) Cape
Fox hats; (1) Santa; (1) Jumping Goat bag coffee;
(1) red carry-all bag; wrapping paper and stuffing
for baskets.
Melanie Locklear: (1) pound coffee beans.
Jay Miller: handcarved Haida design love bird
silver necklace.
Marie Miller: (4) large baskets and bows for
raffle.
Frederick Olsen, Jr.: (15) DVDs of award
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winning documentary “Surviving Sounds of
Haida.”
Opal Olsen: award winning Haida designer
jewelry “Simply Red” beaded medicine pouch
with matching earrings; hand woven miniature
clam basket.
Organized Village of Kasaan: (6) OVK Tshirts.
Ardath Peterson: handcrafted Haida design
Bear Drum; (6) baskets for filling.
Paula and Leo Peterson: (5) pints deer meat;
(5) pints smoked sockeye; (5) pints and (4) 1/2
pints mixed Alaska wild jams.
Richard Peterson: red Haida hat.
Juanita Smith: handcrafted duck and pond
afghan with fringe; (2) hand embroidered/
needlepoint pillowcases.

And the lucky winners were…
Glenda Gillen: Grand Prize Basket.
Eleanor Hadden: Chinese Auction ($347);
hand carved silver bracelet by Jay Miller.
Caroline Hendrixson: 50/50 raffle ($443).

Volunteers and Suggestion
Contributors
Non-Kavilco Board members: Linda Koons
Auger, Mechelle Braz, Della Coburn, Diane
Demmert, Juanita Smith Fisher, Eleanor Hadden,
Amanda Hendrixson, Janelle Hyatt, Mary Jones,
Paige Jones, Sydney Locklear, Frederick Otilius
Olsen, Jr.

Annette Thompson: (2) hand painted paddles
from Wrangell; (1) pair beaded eagle feather
earrings; beaded pendant.
Linda White: carved Raven centerpiece
“grease bowl” with abalone eyes; (2) pint jars of
Bing cherries; (1) box of cookies; custom
framed antique 1889 map of Alaska; signed
Haida butterfly design print.
Kimberly Wilson: (2) hand beaded Christmas
decorations.

Volunteer Sydney Locklear. Photo courtesy of Laird
A. Jones.

Calling All Generous X áadas to Donate!
We’d like to once again call upon our generous Kasaan people and other generous friends to
contribute to the Annual Meeting Dinner/Raffle. Last year’s prizes went over well and we are
looking for our favorite Haida foods: hard smoked fish, smoked sockeye, deer meat, soap berries,
jams, jellies, asparagus, or anything delicious you can add. We also welcome donations of any kind
for other baskets: children’s Christmas gifts, sweets, towels, kitchen items or anything you imagine
someone would enjoy winning. Donations will be assembled on Friday evening, November 5th. If
you need your items picked up, leave a message for Jeane Breinig at Cape Fox Lodge (225-8001) and
she will pick them up. We also need empty baskets to be filled with raffle items. Please donate your
empty baskets so we can fill them again. Háw´aa in advance for your Xáadas generosity!

Who Am I? Answers from page 4. Kasaan beauties from L-R: Ramona Jones Hamar, Bernice
Dixon, Diane Jones Demmert, Helen Olsen Dailey, Juanita Smith Fisher.

Auction and raffle items.
Photo courtesy of Laird A.
Jones.
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Donations
Thanks to all who have contributed funds to support the Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation. A
special thank you to Kavilco for financial assistance with publishing this newsletter and Deanna
Kaulay’s time dedicated to this and other KHHF projects. We have launched a major new
fundraiser to support new projects we’d like to develop including: clan house restoration, elders’
interviews and language revitalization. This Donation Tree recognizes donations made since
November 2005. Please help us keep it full.

K’áang-Hemlock (Up to $100)
Jeane Breinig
Brian Coburn – In Memory of Christian Coburn
Eleanor Hadden
Ramona Hamar
Louis Jones

Ts’ahl-Pine ($101-$499)
Julie Coburn – In Memory of Perry Coburn

Ts’úu-Red Cedar ($500-$999)
Julie Coburn – In Memory of Anna Frank and Louis L. Jones

“The Donation

Caroline L. Young Hendrixson –

Tree recognizes

In Memory of Roberta M. Young Campbell, Eliza M. Young McAlpin and Robert P. Young

donations made

Sgahláang-Yellow Cedar ($1000 or more)

since November

Caroline Hendrixson – In Memory of Robert P. Young and Eliza M. Young McAlpin

2005. Please help
us keep it full.”

Louis & Paige Jones

Please send your tax-deductible donations via check, money order or PayPal
(www.KasaanHaida.org/HowtoGive). IRS code 501(c)(3), EIN 92-0169568
Make your check or money order payable to: Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation
Mail to:

Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation
c/o Kavilco Inc.
600 University Street, Suite 3010

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL IT WITH YOUR DONATION
Please print your name
Address
City

State

Amount of Donation
In memory/honor of
Designate to Media Specialist:

Check Here

Zip Code

Kasaan Haida Heritage
Foundation
One Union Square
600 University St., Ste. 3010
Seattle, WA 98101-1129
Phone: 206-624-6166
Fax: 206-624-8953
Email: dee_kavilco@msn.com
President: Laird A. Jones
Vice President: John Campbell
Secretary/Treasurer: Jeane
Breinig
Editors: Jeane Breinig, Laird A.
Jones, Deanna R. Kaulay
Contributors: Jeane Breinig,
Juanita Smith Fisher, Laird A.
Jones
Design, layout and mailing:
Deanna R. Kaulay

In 1996, Kavilco Incorporated started the process to establish the
Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation (KHHF) as a non-profit corporation
in the State of Alaska. In 1999, KHHF became incorporated, with three
members of Kavilco’s Board of Directors serving as officers — Kenneth
Gordon, President; John Campbell, Vice President; and Jeane Breinig,
Secretary/Treasurer.
The concern was clear that an effort should be made to document and
preserve our culture. The projects important to the cultural heritage of
the Kasaan Haida people include clan house and totem pole
restorations, Haida language perpetuation, repatriation of Kasaan
artifacts, videotaping and interviewing our elders, and cleaning up the
creeks near Kasaan for the return of salmon runs.
Our mission is to honor the vision and unselfish actions of our Kasaan Haida ancestors
and elders. Kasaan Haida Heritage Foundation aims to document, preserve and promote
those things that make the Kasaan Haidas unique.

See the KHHF Newsletter in full color on our website!
KasaanHaida.org

KHHF Forms Advisory Committee
KHHF is pleased to announce the formation of an Advisory Committee. The purpose of the committee is to provide input,
new ideas and energy to KHHF fundraising and cultural revitalization activities. At the July KHHF meeting, held in Kasaan on July
10, Kavilco shareholders Juanita Smith Fisher, Frederick Olsen Jr., Della Coburn and Mike Jones contributed their ideas for future
KHHF directions. KHHF welcomes this group to the Advisory Committee and looks forward towards implementing their ideas.
Juanita noted that she had been collecting photographs of Kasaan and people important to its history for a book, and would like to
see KHHF do more work in this area. Della supported collecting historical photos and would also like to see a cultural resource
center established in Kasaan to house Haida materials. Mike Jones noted that Canada had officially recognized Haida Gwaii as the
legal name of the former Queen Charlotte Islands. He suggested promoting Kasaan Haida heritage tours and other cultural
sightseeing to possibly include float plane tours of Kasaan. Frederick Olsen, Jr. noted he would soon complete a DVD combining
“Gá saáan Xáadas Guusuu: Kasaan Haida Elders Speak” and “Surviving Sounds of Haida.” When finished, the DVD will be available
on the KHHF website. In addition to Kavilco shareholders in attendance, Richard Peterson (OVK President) said he wanted to
support KHHF efforts and would help out in all possible ways. Jonathan Wunrow, OVK grant writer, indicated that he was looking
forward to assisting KHHF/Kavilco with future grant proposals.
Chief Son-I-Hat Totem Pole Coming Home—continued from Page 1
Whale House, and the need to restore it, is an essential part of the efforts to document and preserve Kasaan Haida culture and
history. The next step in the process is for OVK to formally petition for repatriation pursuant to the terms of the Native American
Graves and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).
“This is certainly one of my proudest achievements in my curatorial career,” said Navas-Nieves. “We have made a significant
connection with the Haida peoples of Kasaan, Alaska, and are honoring their history and heritage. I hope this inspires other
institutions to respect the wishes of Native American tribes. The totem pole was enjoyed and loved by the Colorado Springs
community for many years and now it is time for it to go back home. It is the right thing to do.”

